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How To Be Baptized

Does water baptism even matter? Ask several people this question and you will likely get several different answers. But the truth is only one opinion counts, and that opinions out ranks any of the answers you may receive. That is the opinion of God as recorded in His written will called the Bible. For that very reason if you ask me if water baptism matters or if it matters how it is performed i absolutely must say yes. 

Why do i say that? Because water baptism is in the Bible, and the Bible is God's Word and trumps everyone else's answer or opinion. "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" (2 Timothy 3:16). Even with just a slight glimpse in the Bible we should discern that water baptism and how it was done matters to our Lord or it would not be in the Bible. But please read on, as a further look in to the Word of God makes it clear.

What Is Water Baptism?

Water baptism is a Christian ceremony that has spiritual significance. It was exampled in the Bible by Jesus Christ, though without sin he submitted Himself to baptism for our sakes. In other words as an example His followers would follow Him in doing. 

Jesus Christ also commanded the Apostles to water baptize any who would choose to receive the Gospel message, and associated water baptism  with part of the New Birth that brings us into the Kingdom of     God. The Bible goes even further by associating water baptism with the complete remissions of our sins, and the means by which we associate ourselves with the death and burial of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Below are scriptures that clearly show the essentiality of water baptism in the Christians conversion experience. Let me first state though that baptism itself means to be dipped or immersed. Dead people, Christ Himself, are buried in the ground not just sprinkled with dirt. This complete immersion by water is the example given in the Bible.  "And they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him." (Acts 8:38)

"Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of WATER and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."

                                                                                                   - John 3:5

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, BAPTIZING THEM in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen."          - Matthew 28:20

"And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is BAPTIZED shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned."                                  - Mark 16:15-16

"And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And that repentance AND REMISSION of sins (baptism) should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem."                                      - Luke 24:46-47

"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be BAPTIZED every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."                                     - Acts 2:37-38

"And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be BAPTIZED, and WASH AWAY THY SINS, calling on the name of the Lord."                     - Acts 22:16

"Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were BAPTIZED INTO HIS DEATH? Therefore we are BURIED WITH HIM by BAPTISM into death:that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:"                             - Romans 6:3-5

"The like figure whereunto even BAPTISM doth also now SAVE US (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:" - 1 Peter 3:21

How Should Water Baptism Be Performed?

The only Biblical example we have in the New Testament Church age of how water baptism should be performed is by complete immersion in the Name of Jesus Christ. As a Christian this Biblical example exceeds anyone else's opinion or feelings on the matter. Jesus said, "Why call ye me Lord, Lord but do not the things which i say? (Luke 6:46). We must follow the wishes and will of our Lord as exampled in our Holy Bible. 

It is also noteworthy to mention that only the name of Jesus contains saving power in our church age. It is the reason that everything we do is to be done in the name of Jesus. Following are scriptures that substantiate the saving power of the Name of Jesus along with give the Biblical command to be baptized in the Name of Jesus as well as the examples of it being done that way. Finally you will find Encyclopedia citations showing where men, specifically the infant Catholic Church, chose to change the water baptism formula. The ultimate course of action in what to do with this Biblical truth will as always reside with the choice of the individual. Do we obey God or men? (Mark 7:8-10)

"Neither is there salvation in any other:for there is none other NAME under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." - Acts 4:12

"To him give all the prophets witness, that through HIS NAME whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins."              - Acts 10:43

"And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the NAME of the Lord."   


       - Acts 22:16

"And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the NAME of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him." - Colossians 3:17

"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a NAME which is above EVERY name: That at the NAME of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth" 










- Philippians 2:9-10

"And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, ALL POWER IS GIVEN UNTO ME in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the NAME of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost"  







- Matthew 28:18-19

Note: Notice the commandment is to do it in "the NAME", not names. And certainly not to repeat these titles. Repeating a command is not the same as obeying it. So the question is, what did the Apostles and early church understand that "Name" to be?

"And that repentance and remission of sins (baptism) should be preached in HIS NAME among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem."  - Luke 24:47

"The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God" 


- Acts 1:1-3

It was the Apostles who received the commandments of how to teach salvation to people. They were the ones who received the instructions as they walked with the Lord Jesus Christ for 40 days AFTER His resurrection. So let us see what they understood the Name to be and what formula they practiced water baptism in.

"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be BAPTIZED every one of you in the NAME OF JESUS CHRIST for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." 




- Acts 2:37-38

"(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them:only THEY WERE baptized in the NAME of the Lord Jesus.)" 




- Acts 8:16

"Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized in the NAME of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days."   








- Acts 10:47-48

NOTE: Reference Acts 9:6 if there is any misunderstanding on what the Lord's name is. It should also be noted that regardless of how much of a genuine experience with God someone has already had they are still commanded to be water baptized in the Name of Jesus.

"When they heard this, THEY WERE baptized in the NAME of the Lord Jesus."








- Acts 19:5

The Baptismal formula was changed from the name of Jesus Christ to the words Father, Son & Holy Ghost by the Catholic church in the second Century.  

[Encyclopedia Britannica 11th edition., Vol. 3, Pg. 365-366]

Every where in the oldest sources it states that Baptism took place in the name of Jesus Christ. [Encyclopedia Britannica 11th edition Vol. 3, Pg. 82]

Here the Catholics acknowledged that Baptism was changed by the Catholic church.  [Catholic Encyclopedia Vol. 2 Pg. 263]

The early church always Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus until the development of the Trinity Doctrine in 2nd century.

                                                  [Canney Encyclopedia of Religion Pg. 53]

This brings us to a conclusive study on the subject of water baptism as taught, experienced and modeled in the New Testament Church. As has become clear by now the only way the original church water baptized was by complete immersion in the name of Jesus. This is the only baptism 

New Testament Church Christians experienced during their conversion. It is the "one baptism" spoken of in Ephesians 4:5. Unfortunately some have tried to change what the Bible commands and examples. The real question, do you want to be a Bible believer and follower of Jesus Christ or a follower of men?

Thank you for the courtesy of reading this article, and searching the scriptures. My prayers are with you, and my hopes are you  will take God at His Word and experience everything He has for you. Find an Apostolic Church in your area and be water baptized in the name of Jesus.  Feel     free to contact me through this website if you have any questions. Be blessed!










In Christ's Service,










Bro. Brian Norman
Be Baptized in the Name of Jesus
Be Baptized in the Name of Jesus

